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In Hieceat 1949- 1952, the equiva’ 
swept over the Communist parties of 
done, hundreds of party and state offi 

Ty & os and some of the most devoted and pr 
CiA veh rich - Slansky of Czechoslovakia, Laszio I 
Kostoy of Bulgaria~had been exec: 
ans. Some years afterwards, Nikita K 
WOPE and miscarriages of socialist justice as 

ne , * proletarian revolutionary line that had characicnecs .2 
under the leadership of both Lenin and Stalin. In the guise of . 


® 8 *‘correcting”’ the crimes of the Stalin era, Khrushchev set the Soviet 
RIAD YOEIT BOC : 
PeEVESiGV ISTH __ state on its modern revisionist course. Ironically,: while: reversing 


_ thé revolutionary fine of the USSR, the revisionists made: no. 
: . “appreciable changes’ in the very area they -had. complained SO 
Doge) Hy ae pe vociferously ° about—the ” ‘area of. Aemocratic rights, 


n rstestoration 
ya He artanses 
53 HASiem of party norms, ete,o. 


z eh as - The 1949-1952 Herod ‘continues to ae ‘our attention, ener 
ome _ How did it all happen? It simply will not do, as some less critical 
- ‘defenders of Stalin have done, to assert that the Eastern European 7 
witch-hunts. really did extirpate CIA agents from the governments 
cin question.’ There have been too many “confirmed accounts of *- 
~plotting, counter- -plotting, torture and forced equfessions for ay 
bat ‘the ‘most wilfully blind to swallow that nonsense.” ee 
On the other hand, the view that sees Stalin as some kid of “ted o 
Llitleb, "a blood-thirsty’ paranoiac who saw enemy agents lurking 
behind every purly card, ts the gravest distortion of reality and - 
usually “inasks a. position that has =never “accepted the’ 
Marxist-Leninist principle of ie dletatorship of ns profetariat, 
‘Where ts the truth? 
_, Anew book, ‘Operation Splinter Factor,’ written by a British 
journalist with ‘close éonnections “fo both British> and U.S. 
intelligence agencies, eens ta shed some Hebe on this whole ane 
The author, Stewart Steven, is havaly a Nise He i is in fact, a: 
. staunch anticommunist. But he is convinced’ that the policies J 
pursued by the U.S. during the cold war, “years were inherently 
counter-productive. It is out of this criticism that Steven has laid 
our the story of the CIA’s involvement in‘ the Eastern European” . 
terror, {Lis a remarkable story--and a convincing one, the more’ so”: 
that so many clements of H correspond both with what Was Known at 
dig time'and what has since been learned.” ; 
Steven's thesis is chis: under the leadership of supers spy. Allen 
Dalles, dhe CIA in the fate 1940s hatehed a conspiracy designed tq : 
eutrap some of the Icading Communists in Eastern | 
Rurope-—particularly those who showed» enly ‘signs of political . | 
independpnee. Utilizing a one-dinte States Departinent employe | 
\ 


, 


named Noel Picld, Dulics worked out a complex web of scemingly + 
sinadvertent U.S... intelligence slip- ups” ‘ik order to arouse . the 
= Susp iei0ns of the Soviet authorities in shorn ene. 

, Then? a combination of planted vevidétice, “confessions” by | 

minor figures, who implicated Icading Cofimunists and carefully, E 
“Uimed maneuvers. by Radio Free; :Europe: ‘and “other | 

A counler-insurgency: instituligns were all manipulated to saci 
“these leaders as ClAsagents. Dulles counted of both the norma 

a suspicion of Sovict leaders atid the carcecrist strivings of at feast 

* souie in the Eastern Enropean bureaucracy to further the scheme. 

“Dulles” political rationale for all this, asserts Steven, was to 
Jereate a siluation in astern Europe that would be so intolerable 
that the masses would rise up in ages In order to accomplish this 
end, it. became . necessary | remove aS many potential 

“national: minded’ leaders as Seceible from these countries. ” 

‘Tt is Steven’s contention that. while the ‘actual operation - 
‘suecceded, the long-range political strategy was doomed from the 
outset. [n classical imperialist fashion, Dulles had no conception of 

_the genuine pro-Sovict.and socialist sentiments of the Eastern 
- Puropean masses. *'The ‘peoples of Eastern Europe welcomed the 
Red Army as liberators,"’ writes Steven. ‘'Politically—whatever — 
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contrary—the war had cauterized their politics; they were ready for., 
continnada 


